The mode of action of aescin and the release of prostaglandins.
The horse-chestnut saponin Aescin, an anti-exudative compound, induces contraction of isolated portal vein of rat and rabbit. This effect appears to be mediated by Prostaglandins of Falpha type. The ability of Aescin to stimulate generation and release of Prostaglandins has been demonstrated in isolated lung of the rat. Mass-fragmentographic analysis of the lung effluent indicate that when Aescin is perfused through this organ the release of PGF2alpha is increased. The capability of Aescin to generate Prostaglandins is discussed in connection with its anti-exudative activity.